
November 20, 2022            9:30 am 
Transition Sunday (Totenfest) 

 
 

 
 

Remembering God’s Promise for Us All 
Today, we will be celebrating the end of the Church calendar year. 
Remembering the German tradition of Totenfest from the 
Evangelical and Reformed roots of our congregation, this is the day 
on which we remember family members and friends who have died 
in 2022—as well as the many other changes we have experienced in 
our lives... 
 
As people of faith, it is important to name the many transitions in our 
lives as a part of our human journey and to name the reality of grief and 
loss, joy and celebration, affirming God’s love for each of us. During our 
time of prayers, you will be invited to light a prayer candle or two 
signifying the transition(s) that you and/or your family have 
encountered over the course of the past year. 
 
If you are worshiping with us online, you may wish to have a candle with 
you and light it as we share prayers in our blended sanctuary.  
 
 
 
 



Welcome! 
We are glad that you chose to join us for worship this morning. We 
hope that whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, you 
will feel welcome here. 
 
Guide to the bulletin: As you follow along in our worship service 
today, here are a few cues for using this bulletin. An asterisk (*) 
indicates that those gathered are invited to rise in body and/or 
spirit. Text printed in BOLD in the bulletin indicates everyone says 
them together. NCH is the New Century Hymnal in the holder by 
your pew chair.  
 
Children: Children are always welcome here. If you would like to 
have your younger children (ages 0-4) taken care of during the 
service, we have a nursery available at 9:30 a.m. To better serve 
members, friends, and visitors, as well as our staff, we ask that you 
use the SignUpGenius link in the eNews to sign-up your child(ren) 
each week. If no one is signed up for the nursery room on a 
particular Sunday, staff will not be present, but the room will still be 
available to families. If you prefer, your children are welcome to stay 
with you through the worship service, or they may attend our 
Sunday School.  
 
You can read more about today’s activities at Memorial UCC in the 
announcements on the last page of the bulletin.  

 
GATHERING TOGETHER 

Prelude                                   Peace Like a River                               C.E. Walz 
  
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Introit                                      We Are Called                                  David Haas 
 
*Call to Worship1  
One: Holy Spirit, save us from harm!  
All: Protect us in all the ways we need protection!  

 
1 Adapted from Bolton, Rev. Molly, “enfleshed: Liturgy That Matters,” enfleshed, 
November 20, 2022, https://enfleshed.com/. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0E4AAAA829A2FEC16-nursery


One: Rage with us over the ways we should have been protected and 
weren’t!  
One: We long to live in the kin-dom of care—  
All: Where power does not flow from the top down,  
One: But breathes through and among us;  
All: Where the wells of consent are deep  
One: And the soil is rich with mutuality. 
 
One: In Your Kin-dom, those who stoke the fires of domination shall not 
have the last word  
All: And the cool rain of tenderness shall water our parched 
landscapes.  
One: God is mighty in Their gentleness. Let us praise Them today.  
 
*Opening Prayer 
Expansive Compassion, undo any hierarchies we have woven into our 
hearts and minds. Widen the realm of what we imagine—no stairsteps 
up to the sky, no first and second place podiums. No thinking our 
worth depends on “if only I achieve this... if only I improve that...”  
 
Sacred Love, we do not praise titles nor positions of power. We praise 
those who, like our example, Jesus, teach us about the art of 
presence—the toddler, the contemplative, the pet, the person nearing 
death. Amen.  
 
*Hymn NCH 478           I’ve Got Peace Like a River               verses 1, 3 & 4 

I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river, 
I’ve got peace like a river in my soul.  
I’ve got peace like a river, I’ve got peace like a river,  
I’ve got peace like a river in my soul. 
 
I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an ocean, 
I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul. 
I’ve got love like an ocean, I’ve got love like an ocean, 
I’ve got love like an ocean in my soul. 
 
I’ve got faith like an anchor, I’ve got faith like an anchor, 
I’ve got faith like an anchor in my soul. 
I’ve got faith like an anchor, I’ve got faith like an anchor, 
I’ve got faith like an anchor in my soul. 



HEARING THE WORD 
First Bible Reading                Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 
Special Music                     The Time for Turning                   Craig Courtney 
   
The Good News                       Luke 23:33-43 
 
Time with Children                                                                       Kaitlin Young  
 
Reflection                         God’s Promise Endures                         Pastor Kris 
 

SHARING OUR LIVES 
Call to Prayer                      Everyone Who Calls 
 
Prayers of the People: for Transition Sunday 
During our blended worship service, Pastor Kris and Pastor Peter will be 
inviting people gathered in the sanctuary forward to light a candle in 
remembrance of loved ones who have died, marking this year’s 
Transgender Day of Remembrance, other losses you have experienced in 
2022, as well as the life changes that brought you joy. You can also send 
petitions to Pastor Kris via text (608-571-5870).  
 
During the week you are encouraged to email your prayer requests to 
the church office at memorialucc@gmail.com. Emailed prayers will be 
added to Memorial’s prayer chain. If you have prayer requests that you 
would like to remain private, you may email them to 
pastorkris@memorialucc.org.  
 
Transition          Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness                 Scott Oyer 
 
Prayer of Jesus 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
 
 

mailto:memorialucc@gmail.com
http://pastorkris@memorialucc.org


GOING OUT TO THE WORLD 
*Song for Going Out NCH 286   Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness   verses 1 & 4 

Refrain 
Spirit, spirit of gentleness, blow through the wilderness,  
Calling and free, Spirit, spirit of restlessness,  
Stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea. 
 
You moved on the waters, you called to the deep, 
Then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep; 
And over the eons you called to each thing,  
“Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings.” Refrain 
 
You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes, 
From the bondage of sorrow the captives dream dreams; 
Our women see visions, our men clear their eyes,  
With bold new decisions your people arise. Refrain 
    

*Benediction 
 
*Postlude                   Wake the Day with Gladness     Anthony Giamanco 
  

 
Worship Leaders: Jonathan Schroerlucke (Dir. of Music), Jeff Darwin 
(Pianist), Rebecca Malke (Dir. of Faith Development), Pastor Peter, and 
Pastor Kris 
Readers: Jan Klawitter and Barb Gallogly-Turner  
Ushers: Steve Gorton and Jeanne Prueher 
Lighting the Christ Candle: Kamari Alexander 
Media Room: Scott Oebser 
Camera Tech: Wade Kuhl 
Fellowship Hosts: Volunteer Needed 
 
Memorial UCC’s ONE LICENSE for streaming: #A-711042  

 
Refreshments and Conversation: Today following worship, you are 
invited to stay for conversations and refreshments in the Fellowship Hall. 
Worship generally runs until around 10:30 a.m. or shortly after. Sunday 
School also runs until about 10:30 a.m. If the service goes over, students 



will rejoin you in worship. If it goes under, you are free to go to fellowship 
until Sunday School ends.  
 
Memorial’s COVID Protocols: With prayerful consideration of the health 
and wellness of the members and friends of the congregation our 
current COVID protocols are:  

• Wearing a mask in the building is optional. Anyone may choose 
to wear a mask at any time. Please remember that some 
individuals wear a mask even if they are fully vaccinated. A face 
mask can be viewed as a sign of care and concern for oneself 
and others. Please respect people's choices and privacy.  

• We have KN95 masks available by the church office for those 
who wish to wear one.  

• We will be singing during worship.  
• Masks are optional for Sunday School youth and teachers.  
• Masks are also optional in the nursery area.  

 
Hearing Loop and Listening Devices: For those who 
have hearing aids, Memorial UCC has a t-coil 
compatible hearing loop. Listening devices are also 
available for people who are hard-of-hearing. See an 
usher if you need assistance. 
 
Bathrooms: There are two bathrooms near the main entrance of the 
church. A third, Gender Neutral and Accessible bathroom is in the hallway 
by the nursery. If you need assistance finding the restrooms, an usher will 
be happy to help you! 

Giving Options—Ever-Widening Opportunities: 
Checks can be mailed directly to the church or 
dropped off during our morning office hours. 
Indicate in the memo line whether the giving is to 
Memorial operating costs or help to our 
community wide nonprofit partners. Memorial 
UCC also offers an opportunity for you to give via 
PayPal! You can give securely via charge card, 

debit card, and direct withdrawal donations. Giving online through 
PayPal is fast and secure, and you do not even need to have a PayPal 
account to use the service to make one-time or recurring donations. Visit 
memorialucc.org and click on the "donate" button in the lower, right-

http://www.memorialucc.org/


hand corner to make your gift. You can also simply scan the QR code here 
to be directed to our PayPal donations page.  
Thank you to those who regularly give electronically. Checks can be 
mailed directly to the church. Indicate in the memo line whether the 
giving is to Memorial operating costs or help to our community wide 
nonprofit partners. If you are interested in our monthly automatic 
withdrawal system, please email Cathy Halpin at halpincjo@gmail.com 
and she will get you signed up. 
 
Want to Know More About Us? Pastor Kris would be happy to set up a 
time to chat further. Feel free to contact her at 
pastorkris@memorialucc.org. You don’t need to be a formal member to 
get involved here. There is a lot of information on our website at 
www.memorialucc.org. You can also follow us on Facebook 
(@FitchburgMemorialUCC), Twitter (@MemUCC), or join our Facebook 
group Memorial UCC: Ever-Widening Circles. 
 

 
TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE SERVICE—TONIGHT! 
6:00 - 7:00 pm Community Resource Fair 
7:00 - 8:00 pm Interfaith Service 
Please register below to join us in person at Temple Beth El. Please review 
TBE’s in-person guidelines (link to https://www.tbemadison.org/inperson) 
before attending this event in person. To view this event on livestream, go 
to YouTube at http://www.tinyurl.com/TBEYTLivestream. 
 
GINGERBREAD NATIVITY SETS 
Sunday, November 27th is the first day of Advent. After the church 
service there'll be a family activity in fellowship hall to kick off the Advent 
season: making gingerbread nativity scenes! Instead of making houses, 
you'll be making nativity sets out of graham crackers/gingerbread, candy 
and frosting. Each family will get a cardboard base to build on with all 
supplies provided. We'll have a pizza lunch then begin creating! To register, 
please sign up in the narthex or email our Director of Faith Development, 
Rebecca Malke so she knows how much to buy.   
 
SAVE THE DATE! 
The Annual Craft and Cookie Event will be Saturday, December 10, 9:00-
12:00. This will be the 18th year of selling crafts and cookies to support a 
full-year scholarship to a student at Dar Al Kalima University of Arts and 
Culture, in Bethlehem. We sell hand-made crafts made by the 

mailto:halpincjo@gmail.com%20?subject=Memorial%20UCC:%20Electronic%20Giving
mailto:pastorkris@memorialucc.org
http://www.memorialucc.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.tbemadison.org%2Finperson%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1MuQUHittJWkaPV8kpt8TYc2z2V8VXMVMZt9GRIc7xvhz8QSSmVw2nrt0&h=AT2_E4BT-ekU4Ktn6q2o2t0eVTJtib1xEhpFJi8hPUXAWgkdSnI0m5ebePo4S9fNP0ZQh598Bk_rZsEOyzhZHbVw_yPKAHYgDvMgBu6rZuJJv4H-CF0PJ1QSjqFQqbaP2JRQgDY&__tn__=q&c%5b0%5d=AT3ucVhGKv9vj9EZs5Fw69FVNLRB1bpVysdUeohwTbeQ1mfAL4PG59Uhi_Ig67HqA0q158wLz6JYZ0ngByxVmNdgaOLzm-1I6zxZBg4Zje8Ibgdmzqx7CIJA11MGGC9GTsMYFDp1iSNlp0kRqWXD1r5Pj9bk
https://www.tinyurl.com/TBEYTLivestream?fbclid=IwAR3JU97Wg8QF5SYyTHOqfegk3VBrNp8l0yJLKaWizL30aRAXwfx8iU9syxo
mailto:rebecca@memorialucc.org?subject=gingerbread%20nativity


congregation, and Christmas cookies by the pound. too!  Sign-up sheets 
and more information are in the niche in the narthex. You can contact 
Nancy Baumgardner regarding cookies and Lynn Hilgers regarding crafts. 

 
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 2022 

The stories, scriptures, and traditions of the 
Christmas season have been passed down 
to us throughout the generations. Many of 
us enter this season with a swell of 
memories and emotions as vast as the 
cultural and religious rituals this holiday 

holds. Like a tapestry woven throughout time, the Christmas story weaves 
us in—to remember how God has shown up in the past, to continue the 
work of collective liberation, to behold the presence of God in flesh and 
bone. 
Our Advent theme is also a call to action: what are we being called to 
generate or bring forth? What have your ancestors and those who have 
come before you passed on for you to continue? Considering the many 
ways we embody, remember, and tell the story of Christ’s birth, which 
rituals hold the most meaning for you? What about this season will you 
pass on to the next generation? 
 
From Generation to Generation… reminds us of the ways our lives, 
histories, actions, and stories are interconnected and woven together. The 
work of God is always unfolding—in and through us. This Advent, may you 
remember that you belong—to a story etched into the wrinkles of time, to 
generations that have come before and will come after, to a love that 
won’t let you go.[1] 
 
SAVE the DATES! 
The Christmas Stories, adult Advent series with John Dominic Crossan, 
Wed evenings (Nov. 30th, Dec. 7th and Dec. 14th.) @ 6:30-8:30 pm 
Nifty Gifty Workshop, Sunday, Dec 18 @ 9:30 am 
Craft & Cookie Sale, Saturday, Dec 10 @ 9 am 
Interfaith Longest Night service, Dec 21 @ 7 pm 
Christmas Eve, Dec. 24 @ 5 pm – Family service 
Christmas Eve, Dec 24 @ 7 pm – Candles, Communion, & Carols 
Christmas Morning, Dec 25 @ 9:30 am – Hot Chocolate and Carols 

 
[1] “From Generation to Generation... Advent Bundle,” A Sanctified Art, 
accessed October 31, 2022, https://sanctifiedart.org/from-generation-to-
generation-advent-bundle. 


