
February 5, 2023            9:30 am 
5th Sunday after Epiphany 

 

 
Welcome! 

We are glad that you chose to join us for worship this morning. We 
hope that whoever you are, wherever you are on life’s journey, you 
will feel welcome here. 
 
“It is crucial for the future of the Black liberation struggle that we 
remain ever mindful that ours is a shared struggle, that we are each 
other’s fate. (Breaking Bread: Insurgent Black Intellectual Life) - bell 
hooks 
 
Guide to the bulletin: As you follow along in our worship service 
today, here are a few cues for using this bulletin. An asterisk (*) 
indicates that those gathered are invited to rise in body and/or 
spirit. Text printed in BOLD in the bulletin indicates everyone says 
them together. NCH is the New Century Hymnal in the holder by 
your pew chair.  
 
Children: Children are always welcome here. We know youth grow 
– in love of God and love of other – when they have opportunities 
to worship in community. That is why on the first Sunday of each 
month we are excited to have children of all ages with us 
throughout the service! It is good for us to worship, sing, and pray 
together. While the children will not be leaving for Sunday School, 
we have planned a variety of ways to engage the youth during the 
service. If you would like to have your younger children (ages 0-4) 



taken care of during the service, we have a nursery available at 9:30 
a.m. 
 
You can read more about today’s activities at Memorial UCC in the 
announcements on the last page of the bulletin.  
 

GATHERING TOGETHER 
Prelude                                   Lord, Speak to Me                             Lani Smith 
 
Welcome and Announcements  
 
Introit 
 
*Call to Worship1 
One: We breathe out  
All: and the forest breathes in.  
One: We reach out for help  
All: and a friend picks up our call.  
One: We feel low when the months are long  
All: and the winter sun warms our faces.  
One: We grapple for purpose  
All: and mutual care grounds us in the everyday holy.  
One: God, you are a Web of Love.  
All: You are the Swirl of Seasons Changing.  
One: You are Inhale and Exhale.  
All: And we all belong in your Cosmic Care.  
 
*Opening Prayer 
God of Mutuality, we long to be in right relationship. We yearn to 
honor the interdependence of our human, animal, plant, and mineral 
siblings. We are tired of legalism, perfectionism, and the deception of 
“personal salvation." We long to thrive together—for Compassionate 
Relationship to be the law of the land. Join our dream, Living God. 
Loosen our hearts for the work of Love. Amen.  
 
*Hymn NCH 531        God, Speak to Me, That I May Speak       vs 1, 2 & 4 

God, speak to me, that I may speak in living echoes of your tone; 

 
1 Adapted from Bolton, Rev. Molly, “enfleshed: Liturgy That Matters,” enfleshed, 
February 5, 2023, https://enfleshed.com/. 



As you have sought, so let me seek your erring children lost 
and lone. 
 
O lead me, God, that I may lead some wanderers along life’s way; 
O feed me so that I may feed your hungry ones without delay. 
 
O use me, God, use even me just as you will,  
and when, and where, until your blessed face I see, your rest, 
your joy, your glory share. 

 
HEARING THE WORD 

First Bible Reading   Galatians 5:13-14 and 1 John 3:18 
 
Special Music  
 
The Good News                    Matthew 5:13-20 
 
Time with Children                                                                     
 
Reflection       Alia Stevenson and Micaeala Berry Smith from The  
Foundation for Black Women’s Wellness 
 

SHARING OUR LIVES 
Call to Prayer2 
 
Prayers of the People 
During our online worship service, we invite you to type your prayers in 
the comments section on your screen. Or you can text prayers to Pastor 
Kris at 608-571-5870. Pastor Kris will collect the petitions and read them 
during the service. Know that prayers shared this day are public. If you 
have prayer request you would like to remain private, you may email 
them to: pastorkris@memorialucc.org  
 
Prayer of Jesus 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 

 
2 Copyright 2016 Local Church Ministries, Faith Formation Ministry Team, United 
Church of Christ, 700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115-1100. Permission 
granted to reproduce or adapt this material for use in services of worship or 
church education. All publishing rights reserved.  



kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

SHARING A MEAL 
Come to God’s Extravagant Table—wherever you are.  

• For those who will be receiving the sacrament in church, the 
elements will be prepared for you. 

• Those who are blessing and receiving the sacrament at home, 
please prepare a slice or small loaf of bread, corn tortilla, or rice 
cake to share and a cup or small cups of juice — perhaps grape 
or cranberry — or wine, with or without alcohol. 

 
Invitation to the Table 
*Communion                In Remembrance of Him                         Paul Taylor 

Please come forward. Those serving communion will place a piece of 
bread in your hand. You may eat the bread right away, or pick up one of 
the cups and eat the bread with juice or wine. The grape juice is white; 

the wine is red. 
Allergy-free wafers are available. If you are worshiping at home, you 
may serve yourself. Or, if you are with others consider serving each 

other.  
All are welcome at this meal. 

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving3 
Pastor Peter: Wherever we may be, we remember the importance of 
gathering... in-person and virtually... around God’s Table. This is a Holy 
place of extravagant welcome. Fed with that Love, let us give thanks... 
 
All: Spirit of Christ, we give thanks for this grace, from our deep 
heritage of sanctuary Eucharists and community meals, and from our 
personal memories of many generous plates and your Holy Supper. 
Wrap your hopeful presence around all whose bodies, spirits and 

 
3 Adapted from Maren Tirabassi, “Holy Communion Liturgy for February 7, 
2021,” Gifts in Open Hands, January 30, 2021, 
https://giftsinopenhands.wordpress.com/2021/01/29/strongholy-communion-
liturgy-for-february-7-2021/. 



hearts need healing or hope, and let us become your compassionate 
response, your safe refuge. May we be lifted up to serve you and all 
your children in the world. Amen 
 

GOING OUT TO THE WORLD 
 
*Song for Going Out NCH 528       You Are the Seed                verses 1 & 3 

You are the seed that will grow a new sprout; 
You’re a star that will shine through the day; 
You are the yeast and a small grain of salt, 
A beacon to glow in the night. 
You are the dawn that will bring a new day; 
You’re the wheat that will bear golden grain; 
You are a sting and a soft, gentle touch, 
My witnesses where’er you go. Refrain 

 
Refrain 
Go, my friends, go to the world proclaiming love to all, 
Messengers of my forgiving peace, eternal love 
Be, my friends, a loyal witness, from the dead I arose; 
“Lo, I’ll be with you forever till the end of the world. 
 
You are the life that will nurture the plant; 
You’re the waves in the turbulent sea; 
Yesterday’s yeast is beginning to rise, 
A new loaf of bread it will yield. 
There is no place for a city to hide, 
Nor a mountain can cover its might; 
May your good deeds show a world in despair 
a path that will lead all to God. Refrain 

 
*Benediction 
 
*Postlude  Great God of Might and Glory        David Paxton 
 

  
Memorial UCC’s ONE LICENSE for streaming: #A-711042  
 



Today After Worship: CONVERSATIONS with the Foundation for Black 
Women’s Wellness! Alia Stevenson, Chief Development & Partnerships 
Officer, Micaeala Berry Smith, Program Manager, Maternal & Child 
Health Initiatives, Nicki Cooper, Community Health Worker, Brandice 
Hatcher, Community Health Worker, and Unique Butler, Community 
Health Worker will be available to answer additional questions you have 
following the service during coffee hour. The question-and-answer 
session will be held in the sanctuary and will be blended - join us in-
person or on Zoom! Feel free to log into the conversation, wherever you 
are! Bring your own coffee, milk and/or donuts! All you need to do is to 
stay “in” Zoom as the service ends (don’t click “leave meeting”).  
 
Worship Leaders: Jonathan Schroerlucke (Dir. of Music), Jeff Darwin 
(Pianist), Rebecca Malke (Dir. of Faith Development), Pastor Peter 
Morris, and Pastor Kris Gorton 
 
Readers: Jan Klawitter and Kaitlin Young  
Ushers: Roger Elver and Nancy Potter 
Lighting the Christ Candle: Volunteer Needed 
Media Room: Jeffrey Lipford 
Camera Tech: Zac Johnson 
Fellowship Hosts: Volunteer Needed 
 
Memorial’s COVID Protocols: With prayerful consideration of the health 
and wellness of the members and friends of the congregation our 
current COVID protocols are:  

• Wearing a mask in the building is optional. Anyone may choose 
to wear a mask at any time. Please remember that some 
individuals wear a mask even if they are fully vaccinated. A face 
mask can be viewed as a sign of care and concern for oneself 
and others. Please respect people's choices and privacy.  

• We have KN95 masks available by the church office for those 
who wish to wear one.  

• We will be singing during worship.  
• Masks are optional for Sunday School youth and teachers.  
• Masks are also optional in the nursery area.  

 



Hearing Loop and Listening Devices: For those who 
have hearing aids, Memorial UCC has a t-coil 
compatible hearing loop. Listening devices are also 
available for people who are hard-of-hearing. See an 
usher if you need assistance. 
 
Bathrooms: There are two bathrooms near the main entrance of the 
church. A third, Gender Neutral and Accessible bathroom is in the hallway 
by the nursery. If you need assistance finding the restrooms, an usher will 
be happy to help you! 
 

Giving Options—Ever-Widening Opportunities: 
Checks can be mailed directly to the church or 
dropped off during our morning office hours. 
Indicate in the memo line whether the giving is to 
Memorial operating costs or help to our community 
wide nonprofit partners. Memorial UCC also offers 
an opportunity for you to give via PayPal! You can 
give securely via charge card, debit card, and direct 

withdrawal donations. Giving online through PayPal is fast and secure, and 
you do not even need to have a PayPal account to use the service to make 
one-time or recurring donations. Visit memorialucc.org and click on the 
"donate" button in the lower, right-hand corner to make your gift. You can 
also simply scan the QR code here to be directed to our PayPal donations 
page.  
 
Thank you to those who regularly give electronically. Checks can be mailed 
directly to the church. Indicate in the memo line whether the giving is to 
Memorial operating costs or help to our community wide nonprofit 
partners. If you are interested in our monthly automatic withdrawal 
system, please email Cathy Halpin at halpincjo@gmail.com and she will get 
you signed up. 

 
Want to Know More About Us? Pastor Kris would be happy to set up a 
time to chat further. Feel free to contact her at 
pastorkris@memorialucc.org. You don’t need to be a formal member to 
get involved here. There is a lot of information on our website at 
www.memorialucc.org. You can also follow us on Facebook 
(@FitchburgMemorialUCC), Twitter (@MemUCC), or join our Facebook 
group Memorial UCC: Ever-Widening Circles. 
welcome!  

http://www.memorialucc.org/
mailto:halpincjo@gmail.com%20?subject=Memorial%20UCC:%20Electronic%20Giving
mailto:pastorkris@memorialucc.org
http://www.memorialucc.org/


BLACK WOMEN'S WELLNESS FOUNDATION  
It's that time of year to make good on our pledge of $10,000/year for five 
years to the foundation for Black Women's Wellness. This is a partnership 
that we joined in to help reach out and support those in our communities 
who have faced systemic racism. We exceeded this goal in 2021 and 2022. 
Let's do it again for 2023! By doing this fundraising annually, it brings back 
this racial disparity to our minds, even when the news cycle has moved on. 
 
We chose to focus our fundraising efforts yearly during the season of 
Epiphany in recognition of the gifts given to Jesus by the Magi. If you'd like 
to make a donation before the end of the year, it is welcome. You can send 
a check to Memorial UCC with "Black Women's Wellness" in the memo line 
or you can make a donation through Memorial's PayPal Account, selecting 
the option for Black Women's Wellness.  
 
GNPEP UPDATE AND PRODUCT 
OF THE MONTH FOR FEBRUARY 
The February product of the 
month is TOOTHPASTE! The pantry definition for toothpaste is a 6 oz tube 
given every 60 days for a household of 2 people. That time period changes 
as the size of the household changes. (Any donation size is fine!) 
 
In new news for the pantry, GNPEP is partnering with Connect Rx, through 
a grant from UW Health. This initiative is connecting black women living in 
poverty to community resources. Their clients are women who do not have 
obstetric care or postpartum care. They are trying to improve outcomes for 
black mothers and babies. Connect Rx also functions under the umbrella of 
Black Women's Wellness, another partner of MUCC. GNPEP can serve up to 
8 Connect Rx families every week. THANK YOU! 
 
FAITH & DEMOCRACY TOUR 
Please join us for this event with Rev. Jen Butler, founder of Faith in Public 
Life as a part of her "Faith in Democracy Tour" where she will train 
communities to reclaim their faith traditions to push back against the 
misuse of religion by the white Christian nationalism that is attempting to 
take over our electorate. She will draw from her decades of successful 
coalition-building and organizing, and her book, Who Stole My Bible?, which 
is a guidebook for all seeking to reclaim faith-centered justice. 
 
American Democracy and the Role of Faith 
Tuesday, Feb 7th in Madison – 7:00pm – First Baptist Church of Madison 
(518 N Franklin Ave, Madison). Register here. 

https://www.paypal.com/donate?token=VBTEbQi8IvB_UTnlOJnhKv-_sY5bbRXcynXVDjfTJ6MSvS3TRGXjIBDCys9jbhYJQ_-oZ0-cTAz3CJSW
https://www.wichurches.org/2022/10/faith-democracy/

