
October 26, 2025       9:30 am 
20th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
~ Welcome Visitors! ~ 

 
Guide to the bulletin: An asterisk (*) indicates an invitation to rise in 
body and/or spirit. Text printed in BOLD indicates everyone says them 
together. NCH is the New Century Hymnal next to your pew chair.  
 
Children: Children are always welcome here. We know youth grow – in 
the love of God and the love of others – when they have opportunities to 
worship in community. After the Message for All, children are welcome 
to head back to join in Sunday School. There are a variety of quiet 
activities and fidgets the youth (and adults!) can do available by the 
sanctuary doors. There is also a Prayer Ground set up at the front of the 
sanctuary. There are several quiet activities prepared for children. We 
know many of us need to wiggle a bit to be comfortable. Kids do 
too!!! Adults are welcome to sit in this area as well! #ChildofGod. You 
and/or your children are welcome to get up during the service to select 
something to do.  

 
Generous Giving: Dreaming God’s Dream 

Artist Adrian Sanchez, currently incarcerated in a California Institution 
for Men, created the “Process of Life” (cover image) as part of an arts 
program funded by a local congregation. He reflects, “I believe that our 
young ones begin life with innocent hearts. I have learned that there are 
better ways to do things without violence. We artists were asked to 

https://www.sneucc.org/files/websites/www/Pray-Ground-for-web.pdf


imagine what a city of compassion would look like and how the people 
there could cooperate so that everyone would have enough food. The 
Process of Life shows that there is pride and hope in carrying out 
positive ways of thinking about things like this.” 
 
Sanchez’ art reminds us of the power of dreams – that the chick can 
become the rooster, that the whisper of the Spirit can become a 
movement for transformation, that no gift is too small to help make 
God’s Dream a reality. 

 
GATHERING TOGETHER 

Prelude                                    A Mighty Fortress                    Matt Limbaugh 
  
Welcome and Community Connections     
                               
Introit                                         
                     
Call to Worship1  
One:  God has a new dream for us!  
All:     We are not sure we are ready for change.  
One: God has a new dream for us!  
All:     We are listening for God’s calling. 
One: God has a new dream for us! 
All:     Let ’s reimagine together with God. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer  
Holy God, we are challenged by the idea of your dream for us. We are 
overwhelmed by all the need. How can we build circles of protection 
for all who need safety? How can we build a sanctuary worthy to 
worship you? As we listen to these sacred stories again today, inspire 
us with gratitude and patience. Remind us that the ancient walls were 
rebuilt one stone at a time. What are you calling us to reimagine? 
Amen.  
 
*Hymn                        A Mighty Fortress is Our God                        NCH 439
 
  

 
1 Call to Worship, Opening Prayer, Confession from UCC’s Dreaming God's 
Dream stewardship resources 



HEARING THE WORD 
Hebrew Scripture             Ezra 1:1-4, 3:1-4,10-13 
 
Special Music                                   
 
Hebrew Scripture continues        Nehemiah 8: 1-3, 5-6, 8-10 
 
Message for All                
 
Prayer of Jesus2 

Heavenly Father, heavenly Mother, 
Holy and blessed is your true name. 
We pray for your reign of peace to come, 
We pray that your good will be done, 
Let heaven and earth become one. 
 
Give us this day the bread we need, 
Give it to those who have none. 
Let forgiveness flow like a river between us, 
From each one to each one. 
Lead us to holy innocence 
Beyond the evil of our days — 
Come swiftly Mother, Father, come. 
For yours is the power and the glory and the mercy: 
Forever your name is All in One. 

 
After the Message for All, children are invited to participate in Sunday 

School, sit by their family in the sanctuary, or at the Prayer Ground 
 
Reflection       

 
Invitation to Confession 
One: We often don ’t like the idea of rebuilding. We can get stuck in grief 
over what we have lost and in anger that rebuilding is necessary. Let us 
turn to God with our pain, so that God can provide healing and 
inspiration. 
 

 
2 Palmer, Parker J. Posted on Spirituality and Practice,  
http://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/practices/wartime.php?id=15807 

http://www.spiritualityandpractice.com/practices/wartime.php?id=15807


Prayer of Confession  
All: God of renewal, we confess that we don’t always like change and 
that, sometimes, we resist new things. When we don’t participate in 
your new dreams, we miss out on our potential. Forgive our dragging 
feet, and move us forward to renew, rebuild and reimagine. Amen.  
 
Words of Assurance  
One: God was with the people through war, captivity and exile. God 
called them back to renewal and rebuilding. In the same way, God is 
with us through every loss, ready to rebuild on the other side. Be 
assured that God’s steadfast love is strong enough to overcome all and 
to dream again. Amen.  

 
SHARING OUR LIVES 

Call to Prayer                             
 
Prayers of the People                                                                                          
During our online worship service, we invite you to type your prayers in 
the comments section on your screen. Or you can text prayers to Pastor 
Peter at 608-338-2268. She will collect the petitions and read them 
during the service. Know that prayers shared this day are public. If you 
have prayer request you would like to remain private, you may email 
them to: pastorpeter@memorialucc.org  
 

GOING OUT TO THE WORLD 
*Song for Going Out          Dream God’s Dream                    bulletin insert 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude                       Now Thank We All Our God             Matt Limbaugh 
 
 
 
Worship Leaders: Jonathan Schroerlucke (Dir. of Music), Jeff Darwin 
(Pianist), Pastor Kris Gorton, and Pastor Peter Morris 
Readers: John Koeppe and Merry Spangler 
Ushers:  Steve Gorton and Haylie Schmit 
Media Room: Jordan Baumgart 
Fellowship: Cindy & John Rosch 
 



 
Memorial UCC uses photographs and video for social media communication 
with our members and friends.  If someone does not wish to be 
photographed or in a video, ushers will help them find a seat out of camera 
view.   
 
Memorial UCC's ONE LICENSE for streaming: #A-711042 
 

Hearing Loop and Listening Devices: For those who have 
hearing aids, Memorial UCC has a t-coil compatible hearing 
loop. Listening devices are also available for people who are 
hard of hearing. See an usher if you need assistance. 
 

Bathrooms: There are two bathrooms near the main entrance of the church. 
A third Gender Neutral and Accessible bathroom is in the hallway by the 
nursery. If you need assistance finding the restrooms, an usher will gladly 
help you  
 

Giving Options—Ever-Widening Opportunities: Checks 
can be mailed directly to the church or dropped off during 
office hours. Please indicate any special designation in the 
memo line. You can give securely via PayPal with your 
credit card, debit card, or direct withdrawals. Visit 
memorialucc.org and click the "giving" link in the upper 

right-hand corner or scan the QR code here. If you are interested in monthly 
automatic withdrawals, please email Cathy Halpin at halpincjo@gmail.com, 
and she will get you signed up.  
 
Want to Know More About Us? Co-pastors Kris and Peter would be happy 
to set up a time to chat further. Feel free to contact either of them at 
pastorkris@memorialucc.org or pastorpeter@memorialucc.org. You don't 
need to be a formal member to get involved here. There is a lot of 
information on our website at www.memorialucc.org.  

http://www.memorialucc.org/
mailto:halpincjo@gmail.com%20?subject=Memorial%20UCC:%20Electronic%20Giving
mailto:pastorkris@memorialucc.org
http://pastorpeter@memorialucc.org
http://www.memorialucc.org/


 



 



 



 



 


